How To Get A Line Drawing With A Transparent Background In Photoshop
This is a step-by-step process to get your scanned line drawing to lines with a transparent background.
1. You can create a Levels Adjustment Layer (Layer > New Adjustment Layer > Levels). Within the Levels Window, move the white triangle left and the black triangle right.  You need to adjust the levels so the lines are dark black and background is bright white. 
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_QYzfXnwhxQU/SdNr9LI3oCI/AAAAAAAAALU/37L_u0XicoA/s200/Lines01.jpg]
2. Then flatten all the layers in the layers pallet (Layer > Flatten Image).
Select all (Command+A), then copy the whole image (Command+C). 
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_QYzfXnwhxQU/SdNshUPbHOI/AAAAAAAAALc/5EL5sTSWWfU/s200/Lines02.jpg]
3. The next action is done in the Channels pallet. It is usually located right next to the layers pallet. Or it can be located by clicking Window on the toolbar at the top of the screen and scrolling down to Channels. In this pallet, create a new channel (by clicking on the button indicated by the red arrow.) The new channel will be called Alpha 1 by default. 
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_QYzfXnwhxQU/SdNumSa96YI/AAAAAAAAALs/6z_9lxigm_s/s200/Lines03.jpg]
4. You already copied your line drawing, so now with the Alpha 1 channel still selected, paste (Command+V) your line drawing. Instead of flat black, your line drawing should now be in the channel. 
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_QYzfXnwhxQU/SdNvRSbfkAI/AAAAAAAAAL0/IXv9lMrsueY/s200/Lines04.jpg]
5. Click back onto the Layers pallet. Create a new layer and name it "Line" (Layer > New Layer).

6. Click on the Select menu on the top toolbar. Scroll down and choose Load Selection. [image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_QYzfXnwhxQU/SdNwknEd-qI/AAAAAAAAAME/YUHz4yvHOdM/s200/Lines06.jpg]
7. The Load Selection window will pop up. In the Channel option, choose Alpha 1. Also click the Invert box located directly underneath the Channel option. [image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_QYzfXnwhxQU/SdNxd2OM-HI/AAAAAAAAAMM/EiBmukVwAMo/s200/Lines07.jpg]
8. A selection of your line drawing should show up. If you deselect the eyeball on the Background layer, it should look like this. 
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_QYzfXnwhxQU/SdNyqO9H1hI/AAAAAAAAAMU/I-2-MflDTwM/s200/Lines08.jpg]
9. Select whatever color you want (Foreground Color) and then fill the selection (Option+Delete) or as shown below. 
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_QYzfXnwhxQU/SdNzStcqrZI/AAAAAAAAAMc/kQSHW-56a5s/s200/Lines09.jpg]




10. With the "Lines" layer still selected, click the Lock Transparency option. With this option clicked, you can color just the lines on your illustration.
 [image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_QYzfXnwhxQU/SdN0NYggnsI/AAAAAAAAAMk/wrw4o7svVL8/s200/Lines10.jpg]
11. You no longer need the original Background layer with the line drawing, so you can delete that layer. Any layers you add underneath the line drawing can be filled with color pretty much like a coloring book. But the best stuff is coloring the actual lines of your drawing (Layer Styles > Color Overlay). Try out different colors and you can even make some of the lines blend with the colors from layers underneath (shown below). 
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_QYzfXnwhxQU/SdN1Ox9eBuI/AAAAAAAAAMs/PAsaA7ApxUo/s200/Lines11.jpg]
12. Have fun and mess around. And good luck!
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